
Want to save our 
ponds and estuaries? 

  Nitrogen degrades our salt water 
estuaries.  

  Phosphorus degrades our fresh 
water ponds. 

  Orleans’ new fertilizer bylaw will 
protect our waters. 

The Orleans Pond Coalition recommends 
these tips that will save you time and 
money while saving our waters. 

Traditional bluegrass is not native to our 
sandy soil. These lawns require more care, 
water and annual fertilization that can leach 
nutrients into our waters causing harmful or 
unsightly algae.  

  Plant a “Cape Cod” lawn. 
A “Cape Cod” lawn of drought resistant 
fescues and perennial rye grasses will grow 
a lawn less dependent on watering and 
fertilizers.  “Cape Cod” seed mix is available 
locally.
  
With a “Cape Cod” lawn, you’ll have more time 
for enjoyable activities! 

  Better yet, reduce lawn size 
gradually by expanding beds of native 
shrubs, trees and perennials. 
Native plants better absorb excess nutrients 
and protect the entire local environment, both 
aquatic and land-based. 



Comply with Orleans  
Fertilizer Regulations 

  Limit nitrogen fertilizer to one half 
pound per 1000 square feet per application 
applied no more than twice per year only 
between April 15th and October 15th.   

 

  Apply phosphorus fertilizer only 
when establishing a new lawn or restoring an 
extensively damaged existing one, or when a 
certified soil test indicates the need.
To receive a soil test report, send a sample 
to UMass Extension Soil and Plant Tissue 
Testing Laboratory in Amherst. 
Email: soiltest@umass.edu. 
Website: soiltest.umass.edu

   Prevent fertilizer runoff by using a 
minimum of 35% water insoluble fertilizer 
and do not fertilize before a heavy rain. 

  Improve your soil and reduce 
the need for fertilizer by adding ½ inch of 
compost in the spring. 
A lawn mix which includes white clover will 
need no commercial fertilizer if all clippings 
are left on lawn. 
  

  Remember the Orleans Conservation 
Commission bans fertilizer within 100 feet of 
a wetland. 
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